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INTERNATIONAL NURSES DAY 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [12.03 pm]: Today is International Nurses Day and on 
5 May it was International Day of the Midwife. I would like to thank all nurses for their extraordinary contribution 
to the health and wellbeing of our Western Australian community, and I acknowledge the important work of our 
midwives, who were celebrated on the International Day of the Midwife just last week. 
Once again, nurses have stepped up to lead and deliver care during extraordinary times, showing the value of their 
profession. As dedicated professionals who care with compassion across diverse specialities in all sectors, our nurses 
are crucial in meeting not only the physical needs of our patients and their families, but also their psychological, 
emotional and spiritual needs. The theme for International Nurses Day 2021, “Nurses: A Voice to Lead—A vision 
for future healthcare”, recognises the impacts of the global COVID-19 pandemic on the health system and the 
nursing profession. 
The WA Nursing and Midwifery Excellence Awards gala ball, to be held this Saturday, 15 May, will recognise 
our nurses who have gone above and beyond in delivering care to their patients, with our 2020 winners announced 
at this event. I am so proud to see a diverse range of finalists from right across this great state, including our regions—
the Kimberley, the Pilbara, the wheatbelt and the goldfields. A very special thankyou to the finalists from the Premier, 
and I also thank my local hospital, Rockingham General Hospital, for their contributions to our communities. The 
gala ball will also include a special tribute to all our nurses in recognition of their commitment to the health system 
and wellbeing of the community during the pandemic. Our WA nurses who were deployed to Victoria to assist 
during the COVID crisis will also be acknowledged for their exceptional care of, and commitment to, vulnerable 
aged-care residents during this challenging and uncertain time. 
WA is fortunate to have world-class nurses who are committed to providing care to the highest standard. I am 
incredibly proud of the work our nurses undertake every day to meet the needs of the WA community. To our nurses, 
enjoy your day of celebration; it is well deserved. 
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